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GOD AND LUCKY STARS 
Trinity, Newark =- March 27, 1960 
(Sermon by Mr. Geyer, announcing his change of ae oe 


The subject originally advertised for this morning was the 
tion: "What Does Your Faith Me 


e 
of you will doubtless conclude that I’ SEIT did 
preach about in the first And, if you don't yet believe that 
just now, you may believe it before T finish t 


h the comment: "Well, 
our preacher n his favorite topic of as ogy againt" 
ry Lou stabbed me with the bitter complaint: "Just when I try ti 
select an appropriate solo fo our se 


u go off and preach on 
something elsel" Happily, she remembered after a few moments that the 
word "stars", at least, was to be sung in her solos 


"God and Lucky Stars": this was the title of one of the wildest, 
craziest stories ever written -- namel 
to write for a seminary course in th 


Do worry: you will ‘be spared the agony of hearing that wild 
story told in full this morningl ata it has an appropriateness for 
what I want to say to you toda 


gracious power “into something sacred 


for His sake and for the more creative fulfillment of all His childrens 


I do have a personal story to tell you today. I want to tell it 


as simply anc dcirectl 
Or 


beyond any i 

it can si for your i iration, In this case, I wi ell you the 

end of the story first, which several of you already know, in ordi 

that we may spend our time and thought on the middle of the stor a 

not the d of ite A eting of the Newark Ani Conference at 

Drew in May, Bishop Newell will be anpointing o another position. 

Next year, I will be ser in a Presbyterian college in Virginia as 
assi nt professor of political science. It is important for me to 
e one point very clearly: the decision to leave Trinity and to re- 

turn to teaching is my own decision, so far as any such choic be 

p Newel 
at 


decision and Trinity Chu roh” a discover, as I am ve 
it will, that it much better off without me, please remember that I'm 
the fellow who deserves the credit for getting rid of me 

For more thah six weeks now, I have been i ORV eå in a network of 
telephone calls, ani regard to this 
decision, There is no purpose to be served by T you the RTT 
of these discussions, But it would a best: for all of us if I should 
share with you my orm thoughts about why I feel it is well for me 2% go 


e of you will remember that I was teaching political science at 
the time my father died just over two years a The ade Ohunoh 
J Di 


their worke 


so I was -FRR ae Li death came and took your eet and 
of ti my succeed= 


ing m here "ae Tr. : 

great sacrifice, to leave vhat I was ng == ju t of some sense 

of ily loy: ard Let me relieve Hia of thag EARE , once-and= 
hese two years 


Do fe: call it asioi for me 


this short time. There is no church i 
could work with a more pro 
great urgency. Here, there are tremendous things going o old 
patterns are erukbling, there are the life-and-death edidi of urban 
America, new adjustments are being made, and, by God's soa of 

faithful Christian church is beginning to emerge. is chureh and 


In 
this community, there is the priceless opportunity feet MCh at ian 
a no dull or routine minis- 


e who were enlisted in the highest causes of 
that community. No keener challenge faces the ches of Newark 
t 


i 
gether, accepting differences, but understanding one another, trust- 


ing one another, supporting one another 


het Trinity Church these two years, you cannot call it "sacri- 
fice" ne to have had the supporting fellowship of these friend~ 
liest ce eople. I have never been v: concede that a eee 
shoul a hide behind the robes of his position and Bet Bite Erz ona ls =- 
r be a friend, Friendship can mean itism oz 
prejudice -- but it need not mean these things. PPAS, Chur ch wa 


an uncommonly warm and friend plac Z 
Ñ ve shared so many things 


exception, great, gifted unusual Christian eter 
of your gifts to me is the gift of freedom: freedom to let my hee 
nation run wild, to try new things, to experiment, to c e 

you have given me another freedom: m of speech which I nage 


almost loved this pulpit too much because there have been so many 
Sunday mornings when you have responded generously and appreciatively 
r an issue or a personal conviction for which you might 


have tarred and feathered me 
herefore, for all these most selfish reasons, I want you to know 


that I have not regarded my service here as a "detour" from my in- 
tended vocation, nor as any great "sacrifice" simply for the sake of 


family loyaltye 


all reasons for staying, and not for leaving. There a 
have to do mostly 


ar 
ve hundred reasons f not leaving -- reasons tha vi 
with particular people, every one of you end others, to whom I feel 
very close anc most deeply indebted. Some of you have beén ministers 
o me far more I have been a minister to you. There are add. @ 
ional reasons for wanting to stay a to ur community 
and our city, some opportunities are just beginning to open up. W 
are on the thres! of new possibilities for community edgier ed 
ghbor 


in Clinton Hill: the city is evidencing an tet now in ne 
å the YM-YWCA i xpanding its com- 
ie 


1 the community councils together might seize the 
tunity for an intensive effort at political education on a Ton pao can 
basis on the South Side. ur part of the city has the highest per- 


i Protestantism 
is once again finding that it has a voice in Newark. 


were to carry on in this same spirit, you would surely have 
: that I an” robably more of a poli- 


church has come to peeks for in our city, and much less upon 


sonality of its mini 


I received a long-distance call from the president 


Six weeks ago, 
Dr. Samuel Spencer 


of Mary “Baldwin Gollege in Staunton, Virginia. 
is a member, as I am, of 


to create this new ayy ecd 
would have both r mle training and a primary interest in 
national relation 

ook me more than two weeks to decide whether I’ should even go 
Gown and visit the college. I had been assuming that, our Methodist 
hierarchy willing, I would stay at Trinity at least another year. 


train at Trenton instead of Newark! But, between the hazards o 
going and coming, I go now a great de. about an outstanding col- 
lege and an historic community. Staunton is in the heart of the 


Shenandoah Valley between the Blue Ridge and the Alleghenies. Thomas 
Jefferson's home is not far away at Charlottesville. Abraham Lincoln'¢ 
h of Staunton. Woodrow Wilson 


was born in a house across the street from the col 


first serious question was to ask wet the Board of Directors 


acceptable to tl « The president and the dean are natives of 

Carolina: how would feel toward me? The president replied very 

frankly: "I don't know how all the members of the B dad wil: e I 
t 


d to a the same question when I became president 
teaching field was ADOFOR history, and my 
American N egro histor 


ave our own opportunity to contribute to Christian REENE Vaia 
concerns 


eek later, the formal invitation came me. I talked it over 
wan the members of my family, with Dr. Neff and Bishop Newell, and 


with two of Trin: ed pag own leaders. veryone seemed to have mixed 
feelings about it, as 
r 


a 
nte shop Newell said that he would 
appoint me, but was zeareut that my eE in the Newark Conter pneg 
might take away He m 


could have the opport 


unity to create a whole new department of govern- 
ment anā international OELE -- and upon the foundations of Chris= 
tian faith and understandin, 


Well, I have taken myself much too seriously, and I have taken far 
too much of your time, to reveal myself as an anguished Hamlet try ng 
At al 


I have been very very lucky to have had both 
opportunities. 


t community causes which deserve more of my support than I have 
All too often ve taken members of the pret for granted 


and left lay members with heavy burdens and no guidan 


f "the good old days" of Trinity Church turn our thoughts back a 
generation, the great days of Trinity Church are in the living pre- 
sent and the zeneratTon to come. Whatever you may think of me and of 


lenting in your loyalty to this church ~~ which is, after all, 
much more sgporbant than its minister or any other individual» 


m gla. that we have more than tro months yet to a OEE together. 


And there are the unceasing tasks of our eS ora rade life in “poth 


church and community which are so important just no 

There should be no mystery now about these words, "God and Luck 
Stars", Both have come to me and been most’ kind to me -- and I shall 
always hope that it may be just so with you, too. 


you paps been told several hertz my most cohstant prayer has 


been that 
crated 


f St. Francis of Assis: In his simple, joyful, conse= 
spirit, i let us prays 

"Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Beer 

Where there is hatred; let me sow love 

y n; 


whe 
O Divine Master, 
t that I may not so much seek to be consoled, 
to console} 
to be understood, as w S a 
to be orea, Bee: t lov 


it is in padonine that we are pads ne @ 
and it is = dying that we are born to ee lifes 
Amen 


Alan Geyer 


